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Each discipline has its own set of literacies 
based on the nature of the discipline, key concepts, language, 

vocabulary, common text structures and text features, and 
purposes and audiences for reading and writing relevant to the 

discipline. Understanding these different literacies is important not 
only for building knowledge in a discipline, but also for critically 

thinking about the information presented. In addition to effective 
reading and writing, students must learn literacy practices for 

thinking about how knowledge is created and produced in each 
discipline; how it connects to previous learning; and how to 

evaluate ideas presented for relevance, reliability, and 
trustworthiness. The factors related to effective learning in each 
discipline differ in the focus and intensity in which they are used 

for reading, thinking, and writing about content.

Disciplinary literacy is not the 
hip new name for content area 
reading—it is something 
different and it is important to 
understand that. 
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